Bellinger: Succesful Trakehner in America

December 8, 2005

(Translated from trakehnerpfer.de)
Bellinger, by EH Maizauber, out of the mare Belle Petite, was bred at Gestüt Gorlo and came to the USA in January 2003. Since then, he has always been very successful in the Young Riders tour. Lauren Sprieser and “Billy” are an outstanding pair; with Bellinger’s exceptional trot and Lauren’s big smile, they always stand out in a crowd.
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Lauren’s greatest past successes: 
USDF (United States Dressage Federation) Bronze, Silver and Gold Medalist
Two-time Junior Olympic Bronze Medalist
Young Rider Gold and Bronze Medalist
Top 5 Young Riders in North America

Lauren, how did you get Bellinger? 

I found Bellinger at Hesselhof, a sales barn in Warendorf. My family sent me to Germany with Michael Ripploh to find a Young Riders horse for me, and while I rode about 30 horses in four days, Bellinger was the first horse I rode - and the best! 

How did he come to the USA? And why?

He flew over in January of 2003; we imported him to be my horse for the North American Young Riders Championships.
Did you train other Trakehners before Bellinger? What was your experience with them? 

Bellinger is not my first Trakehner. I tried out for the NAYRC in 2002 aboard an American-bred Trakehner named Nicholas, by Inselkoenig out of an Anglo-Arab mare. He was a beautiful horse, and a lovely mover, but not a very happy horse. We had a very hard season, and we really didn't like each other by the end! He taught me lots of lessons in patience, though. I am very grateful for those lessons.
You rode Bellinger (and ride him!) very successfully, so which victory do you remember the most/best?  
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It has been an exciting career so far, with lots of highlights. I think we had our two biggest victories this year, in one of our last Prix St. Georges at a show in Indiana, where we earned my first 70% FEI test (not freestyle) score in terrible rain. He was so very brave! Our other big victory was at the Regional Championships in New York, where we were second in the Intermediare II against some very experienced professional riders. It was not the best ride we've ever had, but Bellinger tried very hard, and we had a great time in the Award Ceremony with our beautiful ribbon.

Which are your next objectives? The Olympic Games?

The USA has a new competition for 2006: the Passage Cup. It is similar to the Piaff Fordepreis, for riders under 25. The American show uses the Intermediare II test, which we have proven we can do. I would like to try to qualify for that. After this year, who knows? I would like to go back to Europe to train and compete. Bellinger will be 16 for the 2008 Olympic Games, so I am taking very good care of him. You never know!

You told me that you will finish soon your studies. How do you manage your training and your studies?

With a lot of hard work, and a lot of long nights. My day starts at 6, when I get up and go to the gym. I have class in the morning three days a week, and afternoon classes two days, but I ride both my horses every day. At night, I spend time in the library. Sometimes I see my friends on weekends, but in the last year I've become a bit of a ghost. It's very hard, but my family is very supportive, and I find ways to make my teachers understand. My trainer, Lendon Gray, works with lots of young riders and understands that school is very important, so she is always on my side when things get tough. In fall 2003, Bellinger had a suspensory injury, and had to rest for a few months. I spent hours in his stall reading to him from my school books. He should have a degree in political science! 

How would you characterize Bellinger?
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When Bellinger came to me, he was very nervous all the time. He would stand in his stall all day and never sleep or relax, even when I pet him. Today, Bellinger is a very funny guy. He can still get nervous, but he is very friendly, and likes to chew on my shoes. He also makes silly faces when I scratch his neck. He thinks at a very high speed, and can be very hot, but in his heart he has a great sense of humor.

What do you think is so special about the Trakehner breed?

I know that Trakehners have a reputation for being "hot" or "crazy," and that they tend to grow slowly, but the energy is worth the time. I've had Bellinger for three years, and now he trusts me more than anyone. When it is 100 degrees Fahrenheit at the horse shows in the summer, he is with me every step of the way. Trakehners try harder than any other breed I know. I also have a Holsteiner, who is a super horse, but if I were in trouble, he would tell me, "Too bad for you!" Bellinger lives to make me happy. He's my best friend.

